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Agenda and Minutes 

Washington County Opioid Settlement Council 

 

Meeting Information 

• Date and time: August 20, 2025 (Wednesday) from 4:00 pm to 6:00 pm 

• Location: Washington County Government Center, Stillwater 

• Council meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month from 4:00 pm to 5:30 pm. 

• Members of the public are welcome to attend council meetings as observers and have an 

opportunity to share comments during the designated period. 

 

Opioid Settlement Council Members 

☐ Emily Brunner 

☒ Deb Chmieleski 

☐ Jessica Feider 

☒ Kristi Gullett 

☐ Alicia House 

☒ Josephine Igwacho 

☒ Lori Kelley 

☒ Rose Kosin 

☒ Denise Lasker 

☐ Jess Muszynski 

☒ Jay Pernu 

☒ Seth Perry 

☒ Carla Schweich 

☒ Jamie Steber 

 

Public Health and Environment (PHE) Chief Strategist Representatives 

• Rolando Vera | Correctional Health Nursing Manager 

• Sean Young-Stephens | Public Health Program Coordinator 

• Allison Spears | Administrative Assistant 

 

Agenda Items 

• Public comment period 

• Welcome, introductions, and updates 

PHE provided a brief recap of current status and timeline. PHE also shared an update: Washington 

County is anticipating distributing up to $700,000 of opioid settlement funding in this upcoming round. 

(For comparison, a total of $519,898 was distributed in the first round.) 

• Discuss 2025 grant application process 

PHE presented a draft application form that outlines the application process and requirements for the 

council to review and consider. The draft is based on the previous year’s application form with minor 
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changes throughout. One significant change that was proposed to the council was a new video 

submission component which would replace the previous requirement for an in-person presentation. 

The council discussed the proposed process and provided feedback. Council members were generally 

supportive of the overall process including the new video submission component. 

• Facilitation: council chooses funding priorities for 2025 grants 

PHE guided the council through a discussion to determine funding priorities that will serve as required 

categories in this year’s application process. PHE started by providing some context, including a recap of 

the previous discussion that took place at the May council meeting. The facilitated discussion began with 

brainstorming in small groups. 

Group Brainstorm Summary: 

• Medications for Opioid Use Disorder (MOUD) availability and access 

o Incarcerated people/bridging from incarceration to community 

• Access to naloxone and fentanyl test strips 

o With related education 

o Naloxone machines/dispensers 

• Minority/marginalized groups 

• Connection to care – how do I find the help I need? 

• Justice-involved persons, transitional/supportive living 

• Unhoused/housing first 

• Supporting funding gaps 

o Rural areas 

• Family support groups for those with a loved one in treatment 

• Addressing barriers in accessing treatment 

• Peer support specialists 

o Grassroots, culturally-specific peer support groups 

Following the small group discussions, the full group came back together for a final discussion. 

Ultimately, the council came to a consensus on the following direction. 

Conclusion from Council Discussion: 

Council will consider any eligible opioid response strategy. 

Emphasis on focus areas identified by community: 

• Treat Opioid Use Disorder 

• Support justice-involved persons 

• Support harm reduction 

Council is focusing on addressing barriers/serving unmet community needs. 



3 

Diversity and underserved communities will be prioritized across all funding categories. Examples 

of underserved communities include BIPOC (Black, Indigenous, and People of Color), LGBTQ 

(Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer), and rural communities. 

• Closing and next steps 

PHE will finalize the application form based on the council’s direction at today’s meeting. PHE will launch 

the application process soon and notify the council when the application is live. 
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Shared Agreements 

• Honor confidentiality 

• Be present at meetings and participate 

• Listen to understand, not respond – we all have something different to 

offer 

• Be open and respectful to the ideas of others – use respectful language to 

talk about those impacted 

• Speak from your own experience and speak objectively 

• Take space/make space – everyone has an equal voice during the meeting 

• Have an agenda and stick to it – be efficient 

• Only one person speaks at a time 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 



Application Form Draft – August 20, 2025 

 


	08-20-2025 Agenda and Minutes - Opioid Settlement Council
	Application Form Draft

