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Caring and Sharing 

Department of Children, Youth, and Families 

On June 18, licensing officially moved from the Department of Human Services (DHS) to the 
Department of Children, Youth, and Families (DCYF). 

Change in Minnesota Statutes 
• Existing licensing and certification standards currently found in Minnesota Statutes, 

Chapter 245A and Chapter 245H have moved to new Minnesota Statutes Chapters 
142B (licensing) and 142C (certification).  

• The licensing and certification requirements remain the same; only the location of 
where to find them has changed.  

• Requirements found in Minnesota Rules have not moved. 
• Background study requirements in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 245C have not moved. 
• The Maltreatment of Minors Act in Minnesota Statutes, Chapter 260E have not moved. 

Licensing Process 
• A license holder’s existing DHS license certificate remains valid through the current 
 license period. 

○ License holders do not need to reapply or take any action. 
○ License holders will get a new DCYF license certificate when their current  
 license expires. 
○ The current license number associated with the program will not change. 

• There is no change to which programs are directly licensed by the State of Minnesota 
and which programs are licensed by the counties or private agencies. 

• Over time, licensing forms will be updated to reflect DCYF branding, statutory location 
changes, and updated contact information. 

View the Office of Inspector General website for more information. 
Come join the fun! 
Events include bingo, 
carnival, parade, music, 
animals, food, and 
much more! 
 July 30-Aug. 3 
 12300 40th St. N., 
 Stillwater 

Washington 
County Fair 

Provider 
Milestones 

5 Years 
• Lynne DeVallier 

20  Years 
• Colleen Thorn 

25 Years 
• Tracy Thiede 
• Lynn Turner 

Background Study Change 

The timelines for background studies will be changing to meet federal compliance: 

• Currently, study subjects have 14 days to complete the consent disclosure and 
 the fingerprinting and photograph requirement. When an entity user submits 
 a background study application on or after July 14, the study subject must 
 complete the consent and disclosure within four days. Once completed, they 
 will have 10 days to have their fingerprints and photograph captured. 

• Study subjects who initiate their own background study application will continue 
 to complete the consent and disclosure in the applicant portal when filling out their  
 application. Once the entity submits the applicant-initiated application, the study 
 subject will then have 10 days to have their fingerprints and photograph captured. 

If you have questions or need additional instructions, please call (651-431-6620) or 
email the Contact Center. Washington County support staff, Sarah Yang, is also available 
to assist via email. 

mailto:ComSvsCCLicensing@washingtoncountymn.gov
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/ChildCareLicensing
https://dcyf.mn.gov/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/142B
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/142c
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/245c
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/260e
https://mn.gov/dhs/partners-and-providers/licensing/dcyf-transition/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
mailto:dhs.netstudy2@state.mn.us
mailto:sarah.yang@washingtoncountymn.gov
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Provider Highlight 

The provider we are highlighting this month is Heidi Biron. Heidi has been a family child care provider for 13 years and lives 
in Cottage Grove. Heidi was chosen for the outdoor science activities in her program. 

Tell us about your outdoor science activities: 
We have a large outdoor area, animals, and nature trails that we can explore. We are always investigating a plant, flower, 
animal, or insect. It is mostly child-
led, and I support their curiosity 
with materials like nets, tweezers, 
bug viewers, etc. Recently the 
children have been into recreating 
animal habitats. They investigate 
what the animal likes and build 
a habitat with plants, food, and 
other nature materials.  

We heard you ordered a worm 
farm. Tell us a little about that: 
The children love to find worms, 
so we went on a worm hunt with 
our shovels. We learned that they 
like shaded areas and it is easier 
to find them after it rains because 
they move closer to the surface. 
After we collected some worms, 
the children took turns filling the 
farm with soil and two layers of 
colored sand. The colored sand 
helps to see the worms making 
tunnels. Then we added the 
worms and used a pipette to add 
some water. The children topped 
it with some leaves which is our 
first experiment. Worms pull 
leaves into the earth which 
composts and creates more 
nutrient enriched soil. The worm 
farm came with a booklet of 
experiments the children are 
excited to try. They come every 
day excited to check on the 
worms and see if they can spot 
a new tunnel. 

Where did you purchase your 
worm farm? 
Last year we used a large pickle jar. It worked, but was a little too wide and worms like it dark so they stayed in the middle 
and were hard to see. This year, I bought one online.  

Continued on page 3 
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Summer is finally here and licensors often receive 
questions about outdoor water fun. Additionally, licensing 
workers may be asked which activities require parent/
guardian permission slips prior to water play. Minnesota 
Statutes, section 144.1222 defines a wading pool as 
a private residential pool and not as a public pool for 
purposes of public swimming pool regulations; as long 
as the portable wading pool has a maximum depth of 24 
inches and can be manually emptied and moved. If a pool 
is more than 24 inches deep, then the pool is considered 
a swimming pool, not a wading pool, and the rules for 
swimming pools would apply. 

There are many new products on the market that may not 
specifically be called a “wading pool” but would meet the 
definition of a wading pool as they hold up to 24 inches of 
water and can be manually emptied. This includes splash 

pads which have basins that collect standing water. 
In these situations, we expect parents to be provided the 
Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) notice and sign 
a permission slip. The permission slip can be found on 
the Washington County Licensing website under Forms 
for Families.  

Please reach out to your licensor if you have questions 
about whether a product fits under the wading pool 
definition especially with so many ever-changing products. 

If a provider chooses to use water in other ways, such as 
a bucket of water for a car wash or a water table, these 
items would not typically fall under the definition of a 
wading pool. While they hold a small amount of water, 
they are not products that would allow a child to actually 
sit or swim in.  

Wading Pools 

Continued from Provider Highlight on page 2 

What else would you like to tell me about 
outdoor science: 
Outdoor science is a great hands-on learning experience. 
Before this activity, some of the children were scared to 
touch the worms. I explained to them that it was their 
choice and that they could still be a part by helping create 
the worm habitat and that the farm container would be a 
safe way to observe the worms. When it came to finding 
the worms, the little girl that said she wouldn’t touch a 
worm ended up finding the most and picking them up 
with no problem. I have seen outdoor science encourage 

a lot of children to grow outside their comfort zone in a 
safe way. The children are always proud of themselves.   

Do you have any suggestions/ideas for providers who 
want to incorporate outdoor science into their family 
child care program? 
It can be as easy as going for a walk. Even if it’s just in your 
outdoor space. Walk around with the children and ask them 
what they see and if they are interested in something. Help 
facilitate learning by using their senses. Ask them things such 
as, “What does it look, smell, and feel like? If safe to eat, what 
does it taste like? Does it make a noise?” 

The Washington County Library program has summer 
reading programs for kids, teens, and adults. All ages can 
download a game card online or pick one up at their local 
library. There are lots of activities to choose from 
depending on the age. Some activities include: 

• Attend a library program. 
• Pick up trash in your neighborhood. 
• Try a new recipe. 
• Write a poem. 

• Read to an animal. 
• Take a mindful stroll through a park. 

The reading programs run from June 1 - Aug. 16. 

For each program, participants complete activities on a 
game card and return it to the library to collect a reward. 
Each person who completes a game card is also entered in 
a drawing for the chance to win grand prizes. 

Library Events 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/144.1222
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/144.1222
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3121/Forms-for-Child-Care
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3121/Forms-for-Child-Care


Please keep your licensor informed of any 
changes to your home/cell phone numbers 

and email address so you can continue to receive 
notifications from us.  

Contact Information 
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Some providers may choose to use a substitute in their 
program. According to Minnesota Rule, a “substitute” 
is an adult at least 18 years of age who assumes the 
responsibility of the provider. Use of a substitute must be 
limited to a cumulative total of not more than 500 hours 
annually. Providers who use a substitute must keep a 
written record of the name, dates, and number of hours 
the substitute provides care. 

A substitute temporarily fills in for the provider and works 
under that license. It is important to select a substitute 
that is trusted to run the program. 

Prior to providing care, a substitute must meet the 
following requirements: 

• Completed a background study. 

• Reviewed program emergency plan, chemical use 
 policy, and any allergies as well as documented that 
 these were completed. 

• Completed required training: 

○ Abusive Head Trauma (AHT). 
○ Sudden Unexpected Infant Death (SUID), 
 if any infants are in care. 
○ Pediatric First Aid and Cardiopulmonary 
 Resuscitation (CPR). 
○ Basics of Licensed Family Child Care 
 for substitutes. 
○ Basic Education for Safe Travel (B.E.S.T.), 
 if your substitute will be driving children. 

Substitutes 

Washington County is collecting used school supplies for 
a School Supply Swap on Aug. 6. 

Through Aug. 2, you can donate gently used items at any 
library branch, the Washington County Environmental 
Centers in Forest Lake or Woodbury, or Public Health 
and Environment office locations. 

Donations should be gently used items that students 
would normally discard at the end of the school year. 

Accepted items include: 
• Pencils/pens/markers/crayons 
• Notebooks 
• Lined or graphing paper 
• Calculators (working) 
• Backpacks (working zippers, no rips/tears/stains) 
• Scissors 
• Rulers/protractors 
• Erasers 
• Glue sticks 
• Watercolor paints 
• Pencil cases 
• Pencil sharpeners 
• 3-ring binders (1-inch only) 
• Pocket folders 

View the School Supply Swap section on Public Health 
and Environment’s Reuse and Repair Resources website 
for more information. 

Donate Gently Used School Supplies 

https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3775/Reuse-and-Repair-Resources
https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3775/Reuse-and-Repair-Resources
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https://myplate-prod.azureedge.us/sites/default/files/2024-05/TipSheet-15-Healthy-Eating-For-Toddlers.pdf
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https://buckleupmn.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/msc-pdf-best-flyer.pdf
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https://helpmegrowmn.org/HMG/DevelopMilestone/index.html
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

• Annie Walton, Licensor: Email Annie | 651-430-6539 

• Becky Knighton, Senior Licensor: Email Becky | 651-430-6574 

• Jennifer Rodriguez, Licensor: Email Jennifer | 651-430-6485 

• Michelle McIntosh, Licensing Unit Supervisor: Email Michelle | 651-430-6476 

• Child Care Licensing Email/Case Aide Phone Line: Email Child Care Licensing/Case Aide | 651-430-8307 

Washington County Child Care Licensing Contact Information 

• Think Small: 
- Grants: 651-287-6919 
- Navigator: 888-986-8207 ext. 6005 
- Professional Development: 651-641-3549 

• Training/register for classes through the Develop website 

Key Contacts 

Contact Becky Knighton, using the information above, with questions or to submit article submissions. The Child Care 
Licensing program of Washington County Community Services publishes this newsletter bi-monthly. 

Contact Us for Article Submissions 

mailto:ann.walton@washingtoncountymn.gov
mailto:rebecca.knighton@washingtoncountymn.gov
mailto:rebecca.knighton@washingtoncountymn.gov
mailto:michelle.mcintosh@washingtoncountymn.gov
mailto:ComSvsCCLicensing@washingtoncountymn.gov
https://www.developtoolmn.org/

